[Biographical and critical overview, emphasizing how, from the beginning of his writing career, Whitman "identifies homosexuality not with vice but against it," suggesting Whitman's "sense · of gender as performance," and noting how he "sets in process an identification of the gay man with the masculine," how he learns "to bring together his own concerns as a homosexual and his insight into the suffering of women," and how he celebrates "the male working-class body," eventually establishing "a sense of gay community among his readers 
